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                                                                     DISCLAIMER
 
The following resource is for educational and informational purposes only. It provides
information in good faith, and we make no representation or warranty, whether expressed or
implied, regarding the accuracy, adequacy, validity, reliability, or completeness of any information
in this resource.

We're not liable for any loss or damage caused by the use of this resource or reliance on any
information in this resource. Your use of this resource and reliance on any information in this
resource is solely at your own risk.

Accordingly, we encourage you to consult with the appropriate legal professionals or licensed
attorneys before taking any action based on such information. We don't provide any legal advice.
Using or relying on any information contained in this resource is solely at your own risk.

This guide does not provide legal opinions or legal advice and is not intended to serve as a
substitute for the advice of a licensed legal or mental health professional. This resource is also not
intended to address custody or parental rights. Those using this resource are solely responsible for
determining the applicability of any information in this resource to their situation and are strongly
encouraged to seek professional legal/mental health assistance in resolving their co-
parenting/divorce issues.

The content of this resource should not be taken as a replacement for clinical, professional advice,
diagnosis, or psychological intervention. This resource is meant to provide helpful and informative
material on the subject matter covered. Dr. Vick is not rendering professional services in this
resource.

Reading or using the information in this guide does not create a therapist-patient relationship
between you and Dr. Vick. A competent professional should be consulted if the reader requires
professional assistance or advice.

Dr. Vick specifically disclaims any responsibility for any liability, loss, or risk, personal or
otherwise, which is incurred as a consequence, directly or indirectly, of the use and application of
any content in this resource.



“Helping families before, during, and after divorce.”

SERVICES PROVIDED BY DR. VICK
                 

            FORENSIC SERVICES                                            CLINICAL SERVICES
           (ALL require a court order)                                         (no court order required)

             Reunification Therapy                                                  Individual Therapy
             Family Integration Therapy                                         Family Therapy
             Court-Qualified Parenting Coordinator                  Psychological Testing
             FL Supreme Court Certified Family Mediator      Giftedness Evaluations 
             Expert Witness Services                                                 Co-Parenting Divorce Consultant
             Professional Consultation
             Collaborative Divorce Coach / Neutral Facilitator
             Specialized Treatment & Consultation with Court-Involved Children & Families
             Court-ordered Mental Health Evaluations / Psychological Evaluations 
             Competency Evaluations (Juvenile & Adults) 

                

 *Accepting New Clients  



Introduction 

Traversing the complexities of family law can be a daunting endeavor, especially when it

involves the well-being of children amidst parental disputes. One of the critical elements in

ensuring the best interests of the child is the development of a parenting plan. 

A parenting plan outlines the responsibilities and time-sharing arrangements between

parents, serving as a blueprint for co-parenting post-separation or divorce. However, when

disagreements arise, obtaining a court order for a parenting plan evaluation becomes a

pivotal step.

In the realm of family law, the pathway to resolving disputes over child custody and

parenting arrangements can take several forms. Two primary mechanisms exist for initiating

a parenting plan evaluation: stipulated agreements and court orders. Each approach carries

distinct implications, processes, and outcomes, significantly influencing the dynamics of

parental cooperation and the child's welfare.

This resource will also delve into the nuanced differences between a stipulated agreement

for a parenting plan evaluation and a court-ordered parenting plan evaluation. 



A stipulated agreement arises when both parents consensually agree to undergo an

evaluation, often fostering a more collaborative and less adversarial environment. This

mutual decision can pave the way for smoother negotiations and potentially more

harmonious co-parenting arrangements.

Conversely, a court-ordered parenting plan evaluation is typically mandated when parents

cannot reach an agreement independently, necessitating judicial intervention. This process

can be more formal and contentious, with the court imposing the evaluation to ensure an

impartial assessment of the child's best interests.

My goal is to demystify the family court system and clarify the role of mental health

providers for parents. By offering clear, accessible information and practical guidance, I aim

to empower parents to navigate the complexities of family law and understand the critical

support that mental health professionals provide. This dual focus ensures parents can make

informed decisions and access the resources necessary to prioritize their children's well-

being.



A stipulated agreement for a parenting plan evaluation and a court order for parenting plan

evaluations are two different ways of initiating the process, each with distinct characteristics

and implications.  Here’s a detailed explanation of the differences:

Stipulated Agreement for a Parenting Plan Evaluation

Definition:

A stipulated agreement is a mutual agreement between both parents (and sometimes

their attorneys) to undergo a parenting plan evaluation without needing a judge’s direct

intervention.

Voluntary Nature:

This process is voluntary and based on cooperation between the parents.

Both parties agree on the need for an evaluation and often agree on the evaluator.

Stipulated Agreements vs. Court-Ordered
Parenting Plan Evaluations: The Differences



Control and Flexibility:

Parents typically have more control over the selection of the evaluator and the terms of

the evaluation.

They can negotiate specifics such as the scope of the evaluation, timelines, and costs.

Process:

Once the agreement is made, it is often submitted to the court for approval to become

part of the official court record.

The evaluator conducts the assessment based on the agreed terms.

Cooperation:

This approach generally indicates a higher level of cooperation between the parents.

It can lead to a more amicable and less adversarial process.



Court Order for a Parenting Plan Evaluation

Definition:

A court order for a parenting plan evaluation is a directive from the judge requiring the

parents to participate in an evaluation, often due to disputes or concerns about the best

interests of the child.

Involuntary Nature:

This process is mandatory and initiated by the court, usually when the parents cannot

agree on important aspects of the parenting plan.

It can also be ordered if there are allegations of abuse, neglect, or other serious concerns.

Judicial Control:

The court has significant control over the process, including the selection of the

evaluator, the scope of the evaluation, and the deadlines.



Parents have less say in these matters, and the court’s decisions are binding.

Process:

The judge issues an order outlining the specifics of the evaluation.

Both parents must comply with the terms set by the court, and non-compliance can

result in legal consequences.

Conflict Resolution:

This approach is often used when there is a high level of conflict or lack of cooperation

between the parents.

It ensures that an objective third party assesses the situation to provide

recommendations in the child’s best interest.

Summary

Stipulated Agreement:

Voluntary, cooperative, more control for parents, and often more flexible.

Indicative of a higher level of mutual cooperation and less conflict.



Court Order:

Mandatory, less control for parents, driven by the court due to disputes or serious

concerns.

Indicative of higher conflict or inability to reach an agreement without judicial

intervention.

Both methods aim to ensure that the resulting parenting plan serves the best interests of the

child, but they differ significantly in how they are initiated and conducted.



In Florida, the process of having the court order a parenting plan evaluation involves several

steps. This evaluation is often necessary in cases where parents cannot agree on custody and

visitation arrangements, and the court needs additional information to make a decision in

the best interests of the child. Here’s a detailed outline of the process:

1. Filing a Motion

Initiation: One or both parents, or their attorneys, must file a motion with the court

requesting a parenting plan evaluation. This motion should explain why the evaluation is

necessary and how it will benefit the child.

Content of the Motion: The motion should include specific concerns about the current

parenting arrangement, such as allegations of abuse, neglect, substance abuse, or significant

differences in parenting styles.

2. Response to the Motion

Opposition: The other parent has the opportunity to respond to the motion. They can

agree with the need for an evaluation or oppose it, providing reasons for their stance.

The Process Of Having A Court-Ordered
Parenting Plan Evaluation



Hearing: If there is opposition, the court may schedule a hearing where both parties can

present their arguments. The judge will then decide whether to grant the motion.

3. Court Order

Issuance of Order: If the judge decides that an evaluation is necessary, they will issue a

court order mandating the parenting plan evaluation. This order will specify the scope and

purpose of the evaluation.

Selection of Evaluator: The order may also name a specific evaluator or direct the parties to

select a qualified professional. In some cases, the court itself may choose the evaluator from

a list of court-approved professionals.

4. Evaluation Process

Initial Meetings: The evaluator will meet with both parents and the child(ren). These

meetings can include individual interviews, joint sessions, and home visits.

Data Collection: The evaluator will collect relevant information, including psychological

assessments, school records, medical records, and any other pertinent documents.



Observations: The evaluator may observe the interactions between the parents and the

child to assess the quality of relationships and parenting skills.

5. Evaluator’s Report

Compilation of Findings: The evaluator will compile their findings into a detailed report.

This report will include observations, assessments, and recommendations regarding the best

parenting plan for the child.

Submission to Court: The evaluator submits the report to the court, and copies are

provided to both parents and their attorneys.

6. Review and Hearing

Review by Parties: Both parents have the opportunity to review the report and discuss its

findings with their attorneys.

Court Hearing: The court may schedule a hearing to discuss the evaluator’s report. During

this hearing, both parents can present their views on the report, and the evaluator may

testify if necessary.



Judge’s Decision: Based on the report and the hearing, the judge will make a decision

regarding the parenting plan. This decision will be formalized in a court order.

7. Implementation and Follow-Up

Adoption of Plan: The parenting plan recommended by the evaluator, as approved or

modified by the judge, will be implemented.

Monitoring: In some cases, the court may order follow-up evaluations or appoint a guardian

ad litem to monitor the situation and report back to the court.

Important Considerations

Costs: The cost of the evaluation is typically shared by the parents, unless otherwise ordered

by the court. 

Compliance: Both parents are required to comply with the evaluator’s process, including

attending scheduled meetings and providing requested information.

Confidentiality: The information gathered during the evaluation is generally confidential

and used solely for the purpose of determining the best interests of the child.

By following these steps, parents in Florida can seek a court-ordered parenting plan

evaluation to ensure that the custody and visitation arrangements serve the best interests of

their child.


